LIMERICK (SLAUGHTER OF CATTLE). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 27 June 1879 ; — -for. 



COPY “ of all Correspondence between the Chairman of the Committee 
of the Local Authority in the Limerick Union under the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act and the Authorities of the Royal Irish Con- 
stabulary, and between the said Chairman and the Chief Secretary for 
Ireland, on the Subject of alleged Irregularities with reference to certain 
Cattle officially Reported on the 15th day of January 18/9 to have been 
Slaughtered in Limerick." 



— No. 1. — 

Letter from Mr. Barry to the Inspector General, Royal Irish Constabulary. 

Sandville Grange, Kilmallock, 

Sir, 10 February 18/9. 

At a meeting of the committee appointed by the Limerick Board of 
Guardians to carry out the provisions of the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 
1878, held on 1st instant, a resolution was passed requesting me, as chairman of 
the meeting, to ask you to hold an official inquiry into the conduct of the police 
in connection with the investigation of certain irregularities which were 
reported to the committee, in the case of cattle ordered to be slaughtered, the 
property of Patrick Coffey. 

The facts are as follows : — Seven cows, the property of Patrick Coffey, a dairy- 
man, having a cowshed in the City of Limerick, were ordered to be slaughtered 
by Mr. Johnstone, v.s., the inspector appointed by the local authority under 
the Act. 

These cattle were slaughtered on the 8th January, according to the official 
report presented to the local authority on the 15th January, and the carcase 
sold to a butcher named Maxwell ; four of the cows were affected with pleuro- 
pneumonia, the remaining three were not affected, but were ordered to be 
slaughtered under Sect- 21 (2) of the Act. 

Subsequently it transpired that, first, three healthy cows, and one affected 
cow, were moved alive, without a license from the infected place to a yard 
belonging to a man named James Blackwell ; second, that Blackwell and not 
M axwell^purchased Coffey’s cows ; third, that these cows were not slaughtered 
on the 8th January ; fourth, that James Blackwell shipped three cows to 
Liverpool on the 16th January. 

Mr. Millane, a member of the committee, on ascertaining these facts, com- 
municated with Constable Treacy, of the Dock Police Station, and with Head- 
constable Phelan, in whose district Colley’s cowshed is situated, and requested of 
thc-m to make the necessary inquiries to ascertain whether Coffey s cattle were 
really slaughtered as reported, or whether it were possible that the three cows 
shipped by James Blackwell were those removed for slaughter. 

Both constables undertook to institute the necessary inquiries, and to keep 
the matter private, so as not to arouse the suspicions of the parties im- 
plicated. 
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On 29th January Ilead-constable Chalk appeared before the board of 
guardians, and stated that he had been instructed by Mr. Byrne, Sub-inspector, 
to report that Mr. Millane had informed the police that three cows which were 
ordered by the board to be slaughtered had been shipped alive to England. 
Mr. Millane denied having made any such statement, and explained how bis 
suspicions had been aroused by the facts relative to Blackwell above stated, and 
that his object in informing the police was to ascertain the truth in connection 
with the slaughter of Coffey’s cows. 

Since the 29th January the local authority have had no further communica- 
tion from the police. 

By Sect. 50 of the Act of 18/8, the police are directed to “execute and 
enforce this Act, and every Order in Council.” 

The local authority of the Limerick Union are of opinion, first, that the 
police did not take the necessary steps to enforce the Orders in Council under 
the Act of 1878, in the case of Patrick Coffey’s cattle ; second, that the 
publicity given by the police to the suspicious circumstances in connection with 
Patrick Coffey’s cows, and the remissness shown by the police in not making 
the necessary inquiries when requested to do so, seriously interfere with the 
efforts of the local authority to ascertain the truth in this matter. 

I have, therefore to request, that you will be good enough to direct an official 
inquiry into the conduct of the police. 

Herewith I enclose a copy of the resolution passed at the meeting of the 
committee on the 1st instant, and afterwards approved of by the board of 
guardians at their meeting on the 5th instant (marked A.), also Mr. Millane’s 
statement (marked B.). 

I have, &c. 

(signed) James G. Barry. 

The Inspector General, 

Royal Irish Constabulary. 



Enclosures in No. 1. 

(A.) 

Resolution. 

Arising out of the case of the seven cows slaughtered, belonging to Patrick Coffey, in 
which a Head constable gave notice to the hoard of guardians that certain information 
had been given by Mr. Millane to the constabulary ; it was — 

Proposed by Mr. Spaight ; Seconded by Mr. H. Croker, 

“ That in the investigation of circumstances connected with recent irregularities in the 
working of the Contagious Diseases Act, the conduct of the police authorities appears to 
require some explanation, and that the chairman be requested to communicate with the 
Inspector General, asking for an official inquiry into the matter. 

The above resolution was passed at a meeting of the committee of the Limerick Board 
of Guardians, to whom the guardians have delegated their powers under the “ Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act,” at a meeting held on Saturday, 1st February 1879, and after- 
wards approved by the General Board at their meeting held on Wednesday, the 5th 
February 1879. 

C. Monck Wilson, 

Workhouse, Limerick, Clerk of the Union. 

10 February 1879. 



(B-) 

Statement by Mr. Millane. 

As a member of the Cattle Disease Committee of the Board of Guardians, I attended 
the meeting of the committee on the 15th January, when they considered a report from 
the Veterinary Inspector, Dr. Johnstone, describing the slaughter and sale of several 
cattle belonging to a man named Coffey, in the city of Limerick. Three of the beasts 
showed no symptoms, but were in contact with diseased ones, and he reported them as 
slaughtered. 

Dr. 
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Dr. Johnstone said that he sold the cattle to a Mr. Maxwell, a butcher, but as we knew 
that there was no butcher of that name in Limerick, I and several of the guardians re- 
minded Dr. Johnstone that there was no such person in Limerick, yet he persisted in 
saying that Maxwell was the name of the buyer, and he also inserted that name in his 
written report. 

This mis-statement led me to make inquiries, and f found that the cattle were not sold 
to Maxwell, but to James Blackwell, and the next day, the 16th January, I shipped 30 
valuable cattle by the Liverpool steamer from the Limerick Docks, and saw said Mr, 
Blackwell at the dock gates. I remarked to him that he must have got a bargain from 
Dr. Johnstone (alluding to Coffey’s cattle which he had purchased); he said that they 
were no bargain. I said that they should, as he only paid 3 l. each for sound cattle, and 
that he paid 3 l. 10 s. for diseased ones. He replied that the diseased ones were the 
cheapest, as they had more meat on them. 

I asked him why did he give Dr. J ohnstone a wrong name. He made no reply. I 
then walked away. I did not suspect at that time that Mr. Blackwell was shipping any 
cattle in same steamer with my cattle ; if I had known it I should have made inquiry at 
once, lest they might be the cattle he had purchased from Dr. Johnstone. Some days 
afterwards I heard, accidentally, that Mr. Blackwell had shipped cattle in said steamer 
with my cattle, and it caused me some alarm lest they might have been the cattle ordered 
to be slaughtered by Dr. Johnstone, and that they might communicate the disease to my 
cattle in the steamer. So I came at once, on 27th January, to Mr. Phillips’ agent for 
the Liverpool steamer, and we both went to Constable Treacy of the Dock Police Station, 
who superintended the shipment of the cattle and issued shippiug licenses. I begged him 
to try to find out whether Coffey’s cattle were really slaughtered, or whether it was pos- 
sible that they were the cattle shipped by Blackwell. I explained to him how Black- 
well's name was kept back from the local authority, and a wrong name given to them as 
the buyer of Coffey’s cattle. I said to Constable Treacy that I would almost give £. 10 
to be quite satisfied that the cattle were slaughtered and were not shipped, as the cattle I 
shipped were mixed with a large valuable herd in England. Constable Treacy asked me 
to co with him to Head-constable Phelan, as Coffey’s cowshed is in his district. I con- 
sented, and said I was most anxious, as the Head-constable might inform me whether he 
witnessed the slaughter or not. We saw Head-constable Phelan, and Constable Treacy 
repeated the facts which 1 had told him, and which made me think it possible that the 
diseased cattle might have been shipped. Head-constable Phelan said that he did not 
witness the slaughter ; and then I learned, for the first time, that it was not the duty of 
the police under the recent Act to see the condemned cattle slaughtered. I then asked 
them, could they find out for certain whether the cattle left the yard dead or alive. 
Constable Treacy promised, in Head-constable Phelan’s presence, that they would both 
make all possible' inquiries to ascertain the truth, and Head-constable Phelan added the 
one only chance of discovering the truth was for me to keep the matter private and leave 
it in their hands ; and he asked me to call an early day and he would let me know the 
result of the inquiries. I did call next day, Tuesday 28th. Head-constable Phelan told 
me he had reported the case to liis superior officer, and could not proceed any further in 
the matter without his instructions. 

I heard no more on the subject until Head-constable Chalk came to the guardians’ 
meeting next day, and publicly stated that I had told the police that the diseased cattle 
were actually shipped, and presented a document to that effect, which was returned to 
him by the chairman, as it was not signed by any one. I contradicted that statement 
instantly in the board-room, and indeed I was greatly surprised at the mis-statement, and 
at the whole proceeding, as I never said they were shipped. On the .contrary, I was 
most anxious to be satisfied that they were not shipped, as it would relieve me from all 
anxiety about the cattle I shipped in the same steamer. Moreover I was surprised that 
the police would make the case public when they had themselves requested me to keep it 
private. As Head-constable Chalk stated in the board-room that he reported the matter 
to the guardians by order of Sub-inspector Byrne, I asked Mr. Phillips, the steamboat 
agent, to come with me to Mr. Byrne, and explain that I only wanted inquiry to be made, 
and that I never said that the cattle were really shipped. We saw Head-constable 
Chalk, and was explaining this to him, when Mr. Byrne came, into the barrack-yard, and 
we explained it again to him. He then said, “ Let Mr. Millane take care of himself, 
and I shall look out for myself.” He then called away Head-constable Chalk, and told 
him not to hold any further conversation with us on the subject. He excused himself to 
Mr. Phillips by saying, “ Although you are a magistrate, I must caution him not to say 
any more to you.” Mr. Phillips said that he was not there as a magistrate, but as the 
ship agent, and we came away. 

(signed) Michael Millane. 

Mr. Millane requested me to read over the statement to Bee whether the portion relating 
to myself is correct ; and, having read it, I say that what relates to myself is correctly 
stated. 

R. Phillips. 
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— No. 2. — 



Letteb from the Assistant Inspector General, Royal Irish Constabulary to 
Mr. Barry . 



Royal Irish Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle 
Sir, 12 February 18/9. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, and to 
inform you that inquiry will be made into the subject thereof. 



Jas. G. Barry, Esq., j.p., 
Sandville Grange, Kilmallock. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Colomb , 

Assistant Inspector General. 



— No. 



3. — 



Letter from Mr. Barry to the Inspector General, Royal Irish Constabulary. 



(15,402 M.— 26,160.) 

Q . Sandrille Grange, Kilmallock, 

T bir ’ 3 April 18/9. 

1 beg to draw your attention to my letter of the 10th February last, the 
receipt of which was acknowledged on the 12th February, and an inquiry pro- 
mised. Since then I have had no further communication from you on the 
subject; 1 would therefore ask you to let me know the result of the inquiry at 
your earliest convenience. 



The Inspector General, 
Royal Irish Constabulary. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) James G. Barry. 



— No. 4. — 

Letter from the Assistant Inspector General, Royal Irish Constabulary, to 
Mr. Barry. 



q. , Royal Irish Constabulary Office, 

, , . , Dublin Castle, 10 April 1879. 

I BEG to acknowledge the receipt of your further letter of 3rd instant, and 
to inform you that the Inspector General, having been aware that the Local 
nt B ? ar ? liad , dire , c , ted an official inquiry to be held, with the view of 
th ? aUe 1 g f d iUe S al shipment of cattle had really taken 
i der ii d that . lt + . would be onty fair to the police, whose conduct was 
1 wT f S 16 /n? ? 1 ,® ° f the board of g uard ians, to defer replying to 
£3e known ^a^JOth Pebruary last until the result of that inquiry had been 

been Ter y reoen % “>ade acquainted with the 
t^^S**?*"?-*™* me to state ’ for the ^formation of the 
and to tb! f wu hi ; , ha ™® re S ard t0 the result of inquiry in question, 
slanSttr of * ° f not , bei ”S 110w the du ‘y of *0 constabulary to witness the 
renn?u j ls 1 ,™ d “ Act - ™d having also carefully considered the 

fSitinl hnn.he is unable to see that there are any grounds for 

discharged their dutoTSy!° ““ ° f P ° h0e ’ " b ° appear ‘° ha ' e 

T r „ _ I am, &c. 

SandilS P ” 7 ’ m?,-’ , (signed) R - N - inning, 

Sandville Grange, Kilmallock. Assistant Inspector General. 
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— No. 5. — 

(15,402 M.— 26,160.) 

Letter from Mr. Barry to the Inspector General, Royal Irish Constabulary. 

Sandville Grange, Kilmallock, 

Sir, _ 15 April 1879. 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 10th instant, conveying 
to me, for the information of the hoard of guardians, your decision, after two 
months’ consideration, not to hold an official inquiry into the conduct of the 
police impugned by the resolution passed by the board on the 1st of February . 

You state that you are unable to see that there are any grounds for instituting 
an official inquiry into the conduct of the police, who appear to have discharged 
their duties correctly. 

Bv referrin°- to my letter of the 10th February you will find the reasons 
which influenced the beard of guardians when passing the resolution asking for 
an official inquiry. 

The unsatisfactory result of the inquiry instituted by the Local Government 
Board only confirms the opinion formed by the board of guardians of the conduct 
of the police. 

As you have decided without an inquiry “ that the police have discharged 
their duties correctly” in this matter, I shall not trouble you with any further 
correspondence on the subject, but shall consider it my duty to lay the facts 
of the' case before the Chief Secretary for Ireland. 

I am, &c. 

Colonel G. E. Hillier, c.b., (signed) James G. Barry . 

Inspector General, r.i.c. 



— No. 6. — 

Letter from the Assistant Inspector General, Royal Irish Constabulary, to 
Mr. Barry. 

Royal Irish Constabulary Office, Dublin Castle, 

” 19 April 1879. 

In reply to your further letter of 15th instant (received on 18th instant), I 
have to inform you that the Inspector General, in using the words “Official 
Inquiry,” in his letter of the 10th instant, referred to a Constabulary Court of 
Inquiry, taking evidence upon oath. n 

The whole matter was very carefully inquired into by the Inspector General 
before he came to the decision of which you are already aware. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Colotnb, 

James G. Barry, Esq,, j.p., Assistant Inspector General, 

&c. &c. &e. 



— No. 7- — 

(2614.) 

Letter from Mr, Barry to Chief Secretary, 

Sandville Grange, Kilmallock, 

28 Apnl 1879. 

Or the 1st of February last the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted at a meeting of the executive committee of the local authority under the. 
Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act: Proposed by Mr. James Spai a ht, i.p., 
seconded by Mr. H. S. Croker, J.P., . , rpppnj . 

“ That in the investigation of certain circumstances connected ™th«cen 
irregularities in the working of the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act^the 

305. A 3 
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conduct of the police authorities appears to require some explanation, and that 
the chairman, Mr. Barry, be requested to communicate with the Inspector 
General, asking for an official inquiry into the matter.” 

In compliance with that resolution I communicated all the facts which had 
transpired in connection with the irregularities in question to the Inspector 
General, requesting him to direct an official inquiry into the conduct of the 
police. 

On the 1 1th instant I received a letter from the Assistant Inspector General 
conveying to me, for the information of the local authority, the decision of 
Colonel Hillier, “ That he is unable to see that there are any grounds for insti- 
tuting an official inquiry into the conduct of the police, who appear to have 
discharged their duties correctly.” 

The committee, considering this reply unsatisfactory, at them next meeting 
passed a resolution asking me to lay the facts before you, and to request you to 
direct an official inquiry into the conduct of the local police authorities in con- 
nection with this matter. 

I beg, therefore, to forward herewith copies of the correspondence and docu- 
ments in the case.* 

The committee do not attach much importance to the inquiry alluded to by 
the Inspector General in his letter of the 10th instant, as the evidence was not 
taken on oath, and none but interested parties and their friends were 
examined. 

_ If also appears to the committee that the evidence in one important par- 
ticular was inconclusive, viz., the identification of the heifers sold in Liverpool 
Market with the cattle shipped by James Blackwell from Limerick in the name 
of E. Kelly. 

Robert Nix, one of the witnesses examined, stated (1), that the cattle shipped 
in the name of E. Kelly by James Blackwell were stripper cows, not heifers; 
(2), that their value per head was much under 19 /. 10 s., the sum realised in 
Liverpool Market by the heifers sold for E. Kelly, according to the market note 
put in evidence to negative the allegation that Coffey’s cattle were shipped from 
Limerick. 

In my letter of the 10th February to the Inspector General, I stated, “ That 
the committee are of opinion that the publicity given by the police to the sus- 
picious circumstances in connection with Patrick Coffey’s cattle, and the remiss- 
ness shown by the police by neglecting to make the necessary inquiries when 
requested to do so, have seriously interfered with the efforts made by the com- 
mittee to ascertain the truth in this matter.” 

The committee are now of opinion that the abortive result of the inquiry above 
alluded to was owing in great part to the conduct of the police authorities. 

Ly the 50th section of the Contagious Diseases ( Animals) Act the police are 
directed “ to execute and enforce this Act, and all Orders in Council.” 

In the case of Coffey’s cattle it has been proved that a cow affected with 
pleuro-pneumonia was moved out of the “ infected place ” into a yard in a 
healthy district, in contravention of the third schedule of the Act; that three 
cows being in contact with the diseased cattle were also moved into this yard 
without the license of the local authority, in contravention of Section 7 of the 
* • Order in Council; that cattle were subsequently shipped from this yard 
to Liverpool 

The committee are of opinion that these infringements of the Act could not 
have occurred if the police performed the duties imposed on them, viz., c< to 
execute and enforce the Act, and all Orders in Council.” 

I trust, therefore, you will accede to the request of the committee, and direct 
an official inquiry into the conduct of the police authorities in Limerick. 



The Right Hon. James Lowther, m.p., (signed) ’ James G. Barry. 
Chief Secretary for Ireland. 



* The correspondence referred to are letters Nos. (l), (4), (5), and (6) of this Return. 
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Enclosure in No. 7. 

Letter from Clerk of Limerick Union to Mr. Barry. 

Sir, Limerick Union, 25 April 1879. 

I have the honour to forward, as below, a copy of a Resolution passed at the last 
meeting of the special committee of this Union for carrying out the provisions of the 
Contagious Diseases Act, 1878. 

Copies of the letters in the case are also herewith sent. 

I have, &c. 

J. G. Barry, Esq., J.P., (signed) C. Monck Wilson, Clerk. 

Sandville. 



Extract from Minutes of 23rd April 18/9. 

“ That we consider the reply of the Inspector General unsatisfactory, and request 
Mr. Barry to communicate with the Chief Secretary for Ireland, and to lay all the facts 
in connection with Patrick Coffey's cattle before him, with a view to have an official 
inquiry instituted into the conduct of the police.” 

(True Extract.) 

25 April 1879. (signed) C. Monck Wilson, Clerk. 



— No. 8. — 

(2614. — Limerick Union.) 

Letter from the Chief Secretary to Mr. Barry. 

Sir, 21 May 1879. 

With reference to your letter of the 28th ultimo, asking that an inquiry may 
be held into the proceedings of the constabulary in regard to certain irregu- 
larities under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 1878, brought under the 
notice of the executive committee of the local authority of Limerick Union, 
I have to inform you that the entire question having received careful considera- 
tion, his Grace the Lord Lieutenant sees no reason to interfere with the 
discretion exercised by the Inspector General of the force in refusing to accede 
to the application made to him to grant a constabulary inquiry into the matter ; 
and I am to add that if the guardians are dissatisfied with the decision of the 
Inspector General, it is open to them to have the matter investigated at petty 
sessions, under the provisions of the 6 Will. 4, c. 13, s. 19. 

I am, &c. 

James G. Barry, Esq., Sandville Grange, (signed) James Lowther. 

Kilmallock. 



305- 
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RETURN to an Order of tlie Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 18 July 1879 : — 'f or i 

COPY “ of Correspondence between the Limerick Guardians and the 
Chief Secretary’s Office on the Subject of alleged Irregularities with reference 
to certain Cattle officially reported on the 15th clay of January 18/9 to have 
been Slaughtered in Limerick, and on the Subject of the Conduct of the 
Inspector of the Board of Guardians under ‘The Contagious Diseases 
(Animals) Act, 1878,’ in connection therewith.” 



— No. 1. — 

Letter from Assistant Under Secretary to Local Authority of Limerick 
Union. 

Veterinary Department, Privy Council Office, 
Sir, Dublin Castle, 6 March 18/9. 

The attention of the Lord Lieutenant having been drawn to a statement 
made at the meeting of the Board of Guardians of Limerick Union on the 
29th January last, to the effect that three cows, the property of Mr. Patrick 
Coffey, which had been ordered to be slaughtered by the local authority under 
the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 1878, as having been in contact with 
animals affected with pleuro-pneumonia, were on the 11th of January last 
shipped by a man named James Blackwell from the port of Limerick for Liver- 
pool, his Grace has caused inquiry to be instituted into the matter, through 
the Local Government Board, and has had under consideration a report which 
has been made by Mr. Bourke, Local Government Inspector, on the subject, 
together with the statutory declarations and other documents forwarded there- 
with. Copies of the aforesaid declarations and other documents are now enclosed, 
for the information of the guardians. 

It appears, from the facts elicited at the inquiry, that on the 16th January 
last, the day on which the shipment of the cattle in question is alleged to have 
taken place, four animals were sent to Liverpool in the name of James Black- 
well. Edward Kelly, who is reported to be a victualler of good character in 
the city, however, in his declaration affirms that these animals were his pro- 
perty, he and Blackwell trading together in a sort of partnership ; and in support 
of this statement the market act of sale of four beasts on the 27th January 
was produced, in which those heifers are entered as bringing 19/. 10 s. each, 
and the fourth animal, being depreciated in value during the passage, is charged 
against the insurer. 

It further appears that the passage to Liverpool on the occasion m question 
was long and stormy, that the vessel was late for the market of the 20th, and 
that the cattle were held over until the 27th January; and the ship’s agent 
admits the fact of the claim by Kelly against the insurance. 

These circumstances seem to identify the cattle mentioned in the sale note 
with those shipped on the 16th. _ 

It will also be seen, from the accompanying return of all the cattle shipped 
to Liverpool on that day, that no other lot of four cows was put on board to 
which the sale note could have referred ; and this being so, the only way in 
which the condemned cattle could have been brought over to Liverpool would 
be if they were included in some other lot, but of this there has been no 
evidence whatever obtained. 

The statutory declarations made by Mr. Johnstone, v.s., inspector 01 the 
local authority, and of James Blackwell, the butcher, who bought the cattle, if 

*06. ' A trustworthy. 
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trustworthy, seem effectually to prove that the cattle in question were duly 
slaughtered in Limerick on the 8th and 9th of January, and could not, there- 
fore, hare been shipped alive from there on the 1 6th. 

Copies of the statements made to Mr. Bourke by Mr. Nix and Pat Gleeson, 
both of whom it was asserted could supply evidence to sustain the allegation 
which gave rise to the inquiry, are also enclosed for the guardians’ information. 

On a review of all the circumstances of the case, his Grace is advised that 
the evidence adduced in support of the statement respecting the shipment of 
the cattle in question is insufficient to set aside the direct testimony advanced 
against the allegation that the cattle were shipped. 

Mr. Johnstone’s proceedings in the matter appear to have been very irregular 
and unsatisfactory ; and his Grace considers that his conduct fully deserved the 
censure passed upon it by the committee of the local authority. 



The Clerk, Limerick Union. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Henry Robinson. 



Enclosure 1 , in No. 1 . 

Declaration. 

County of Limerick, to wit: 

Peter J ohnstone do solemnly and sincerely declare that I am veterinary inspector 
for Limerick Union under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act. That on the 4th of 
January last I heard of disease existing on the premises of a man named Coffey, at 
Merchant’s Quay. On visiting the place I found seven cows, one of whom showed signs of 
sickness. Feeling some doubt of the precise nature of the disease, I delayed making any 
declaration until I could observe her more closely. On or about the 7th of January last 
she died, and I satisfied myself the disease was contagious pleuro-pneumonia; and finding 
one cow seriously affected and two slightly so, but not unfit for food, I ordered the im- 
mediate slaughter of one, and the sale and slaughter of the other two, and reported the 
facts to the local authority, by whom I was ordered to use my own judgment on the other 
three beasts who were in contact with those diseased. On full consideration, I resolved 
on the slaughter of all the animals, and proceeded to effect the sale of those which were 
not unfit for food. Mr. Blackwell was the purchaser, and he had the cattle driven to the 
slaughterhouse on tire 8th January. That afternoon I saw the carcasses of three of them ; 
the other two were held over till next morning, owing to the want of space in the 
slaughterhouse and want of hands. At about 10 o’clock on that morning I saw 
their carcasses, and carefully examined them. The cow that died, and the other that was 
diseased, I had buried in my own presence ; saw the carcasses, and slashed the hides, and 
poured dilute carbolic acid on them before they were covered with earth ; and I solemnly 
declare that in this way I saw the carcasses of the seven animals, and satisfied myself of 
their death, and that they could not have been exported as has been alleged. 

And P. Johnstone make this solemn declaration, conscientiously believing the same to 
be true, and by virtue of the provisions of an Act made in the 5th and 6th years of the 
reign of his late Majesty, entitled " An Act to repeal an Act of the present Session of 
Parliament, entitled an Act for the more effectual abolition of oaths and affirmations taken 
and made in various departments of the State, and to substitute declarations in lieu 
thereof, and for the more entire suppression of voluntary and extra-judicial oaths and 
affidavits, and to make other provisions for the abolition of unnecessary oaths.” 

(signed) P. Johnstone. 

laken before me this 27th day of February 1879. 

(signed) Eugene O' Callaghan, J.P. 

for the City of Limerick. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 1. 

Declaration. 

County of Limerick, to wit: 

T , James Blackwell, do solemnly and sincerely declare that I did not ship to 
Liverpool or elsewhere any of the five cattle purchased by me from Mr. Johnstone on the 
8th of January, but that the same were slaughtered on the 8th and 9th January in the 
slaughterhouse occupied by me in Michael-street. 

And I make this solemn declaration, conscientiously believing the same to be true, and 
by virtue of the provisions of an Act made in the otk and 6th years of the reign of his late 
Majesty, entitled “ An Act to repeal an Act of the present Session of Parliament, entitled 

an 
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*ct for the more effectual abolition of oaths anil affirmations taken and made in various 
denartments of the State, and to substitute declarations in lieu thereof, and for the more 
ntire =upre«ion of voluntary and extra-judicial oaths and affidavits, and to make other 
** tie abolition of unnecessary oath," ^ 

Taken before me this 27 th day of February 1879. 

(signed) Eugene O' Callaghan, J.P. 



Enclosure 3, in No. 1. 

Declaration. 

County of Limerick, to wit : 

T Edward Kelly, do solemnly and sincerely declare that on the lGth of January 
last four head of cattle were shipped on my account by James Blackwell, and in his 
name, and that they were as follows 

1 heifer, red, white. 

1 bullock, red. 

1 heifer, red. 

1 heifer, white. 

And that to the best of my knowledge and belief those are the cattle referred [to in the 
sale note from Mr. Fitzgerald, of Liverpool, shown by mo to the inspector. Mi. it. 

B °i*a e 'l mate this solemn declaration, conscientiously believing ths same to be tone, and 
hv" virtue of the provisions of an Act made in the 5th and 6th years of the reign of his late 
Maiesty entitled^ 1 An Act to repeal an Act of the present Session of Parliament, entitled 
an AcTfor tlie move effectual abolition of oaths and affirmations, taken and made in various 
departments of the State, and to substitute declarations in lieu thereof, and for the more 
entire suppression of voluntary and extra-judicial oaths and affidavits, and to make other 
provisions for the abolition of unnecessary oaths. {dgMd) Edwurd 

Taken before me this 27th day of February 1879. 

(signed) Eugene O' Callaghan., J. P. 



Enclosure 4, in No. 1 . 



RETURN of Animals shipped on board the “Yale of Calder,” from Limerick to 
Liverpool, on 16th January 1879. 




Dated at Limerick, 2? February IS79. "" Shi ? 



306. 
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Enclosure 5, in No. 1. 

Patrick Gleeson states that he is a servant in the employment of Mr. Coffev f 
Merchant’s Quay, Limerick. Mr. Coffey is at present sick and confined to his bed That 
disease broke out among the cattle, and one cow died ; another was killed on the premises 
and I got orders from Dr. Johnstone to give over the surviving cattle to Mr. Blackwell’ 
About six or seven o’clock in the evening they were sent for, and I drove them out of the 
yard and gave them up to Blackwell and Hassett, by whom they were driven awav. I 
never saw them afterwards. 7* 

The next morning between 7 and 8 o’clock two floats, the property of James Cloghesv 
and drawn by his horses, came for the carcasses of the two cows. Three or four men 
came with them, and Hassett was there also. 

I never stated that the cows taken away by Blackwell, or any of them, were shinned 
at the docks for Liverpool. w 

(signed) Pat Gleeson. 

Present, 

27 February 1879. R. Bourke. 



Enclosure 6, in No. 1. 

Mr. Thomas Nix a farmer residing at Meelick, near Limerick, states that he went 
Llvei 'I’O o1 in the "Vale of Calder,” a steamship trading from Limerick, on the 
16th January last. On the vessel s arrival, after landing my own beasts, I saw four 
animals, all cows, on the quay, which had been landed from the same vessel, and which I 
learned from the drover who took them to premises of the salesmaster, Fitzgerald, were 

hefm? r °ti ei ty ° f B K C , k T L ^ T u- my kno t ' vled S e 1 had never seen any of these cattle 
befoie , there was a black aud white one there. I had seen Mr. Coffey buy a black and 
white cow at the Munster fan- previous, in October 1878 ; but I cannot say if that was 

taken bt FT’ T n- Wh ° le f ° Ur W6re C0WS ’ ? ot heifers - The onl 7 other beasts that I saw 
taken by hitzgerald s men were my own. I cannot identify the black and white cow I 
saw on the Liverpool quay with any I had seen in Coffey’s yard. 

after°their voya^e^ 7 ^ ValUC ° f th<38e catt!e Were ; they were looking very badly 

(signed ) Thomas Nix. 

„ , Present, 

e ruary 18i9. iZ. Bourke, Local Government Inspector. 



— No. 2. — 

Letter from Local Authority of Limerick Union to the Assistant Under 
Secretary. 

S&tegLf D Sr A l Mr ' Peter tartar 

thev mav be°a y ? ur san etion for his dismissal, and to request that 

a ? p0mt another Person ^ his Place. ■ 

guardians in adopting tto°couS. “ bd ° W ’ the reasons which influenced the 

thfboardo'f ^,f^ ary “ offici “i report from Mr. Johnstone, v.s, came before 
with nleuro rfnpi n - S " ^ j appeared from the report that four cows affected 
three Wealthy cowa, being in contact with them, 
in his nresence on tbp Were s l &u Shtered by Mr. Johnstone’s orders and 

named " Maxwen’^ S? ^“7’ “ d ^ the carcasses were sold to a butcher 
cheaue was sip-npd in r & ma< l e the usual order for compensation, and a 

amounted to 70 / * ° A f y s ^ av °] ir J which along with the value of the carcasses 
the board on flip* lcf t ? k & mee ^ 1 2 1 S the executive committee appointed by 
^Kumte an d tZ^^ ^ ac “^ th/his report 

7th Januaiy ^ diseased (bein S ^served for observation) died on the 

fmm Vv!ff diree healthy cows, and one of the affected cows, were removed 
Moneys premises alive on the 8th January by a butcher named James 

Blackwell 
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Blackwell to a yard a quarter of a mile away situated in a healthy 
district. 

III. That these cattle were removed without a license from the local 
authority, but under the inspector’s supervision. 

IV. That these cows were not slaughtered on the 8th January as 
certified, hut were slaughtered in presence of the inspector on the morning 
of the 9th January. 

V. That James Blackwell and not Maxwell purchased these cows. 

At a meeting of the executive committee on the 26th February, Mr. John- 
stone further acknowledged : — 

VI. That the cattle were not moved under his supervision on the 
8 th January from the infected place, as he was then at Corbally. 

VII. That the cattle were not slaughtered in his presence on the morn- 
ing of the 9th January. 

It therefore appears to the board of guardians that Mr. Peter 
Johnstone, v.s., — 

A. Signed a false return and report. 

B. Gave the name of the purchaser of the carcasses as “ Maxw r ell ” in his 
report, but afterwards acknowledged that the purchaser was “ Blackwell.” 

C. Sold the cattle before they were slaughtered, and allowed a diseased 
cow to be removed out of an infected place, contrary to the 3rd section of 
the Act. 

D. Allowed the cattle in contact with the affected cows to be moved 
into a healthy district without the license of the local authority. 

E. Certified that the cows were all slaughtered in his presence on the 
8th January, but afterwards acknowledged that three of them were not 
slaughtered until 9th January. 

F. Stated on the 1st February that the cows were moved from Coffey’s 
premises under his supervision, and afterwards acknowledged that this 
statement was false ; he therefore did not comply with the Order IV. 
in Council, Section 7, which directs “ that cattle so moved shall be 
moved under the directions and in charge of an inspector, &c.” 

G. Stated that the three cows held over until the morning of the 
9th January were slaughtered in his presence, though he afterwards 
acknowledged that they were in the act of skinning the cows when he 
arrived. 

H. That the inspector, Mr. Johnstone, likewise neglected to make a 
declaration that pleuro-pneumonia existed in a cowshed or slaughterhouse 
belonging to John Connors in the city of Limerick, contrary to Section 16 
of the Contagious Diseases Act. 

I am also directed to add that the recommendation of the executive com- 
mittee, that the board of guardians dispense with the services of Mr. Peter 
Johnstone, v.s., was adopted by a majority of 13 to 10 at a meeting consisting 
of 24 guardians. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) C. Monck Wilson, 

The Clerk of the Council, &c. &c. Clerk of Limerick Union. 



— No. 3. - 

Letter from Assistant Under Secretary to Local Authority of Limerick Union. 

Veterinary Department, Privy Council Office, 
Sir, Dublin Castle, 10 March 1879. 

I am directed by the Lords Justices to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication of the 5th instant, intimating that the local authority of Limerick 
Union under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 1878, had on that day 
dispensed with the services of Mr. Peter Johnstone, v.s., their inspector, at the 
306. B same 
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same time setting forth the reasons why such a course was adopted, and 
requesting that Mr. Johnstone’s dismissal may be sanctioned, and that the local 
authority may be authorised to appoint another person in his place ; and with 
reference thereto, I am to direct the attention of the local authority to Section 
11 of the Officers of Local Authorities (Ireland) Order, 18/8, from which they 
will observe that they have full power to dispense with the services of their 
inspector, subject to the conditions specified in that section, viz., that the in- 
spector should receive a month’s notice from the local authority, or a month’s 
salary in lieu of notice. 

It will now be the duty of the local authority to proceed to the election of a 
person to fill the office. 

I am, &c. 

The Clerk, Limerick Union. (signed) Henry Robinson . 



Letter from the Local Authority to Assistant Under Secretary. 

Sir, Limerick Union, 29 March 1879. 

I have the honour to report that on Wednesday last Mr. Peter Johnstone, 
v.s., of Brunswick-street, was re-appointed inspector of this union under the 
Contagious Diseases Act from 1st April, upon the former terms. 

I have, &c. 

The Clerk of the Council, (signed) C. Monck Wilson, 

Veterinary Department, Dublin Castle. Clerk. 



— No. 5. — 

Letter from Assistant Under Secretary to Local Authority of Limerick Union. 

Veterinary Department, Privy Council Office, 
Sir > Dublin Castle, 1 April 1879. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 29th ultimo, intimating that the local authority of the Limerick 
Union have re-appointed Mr. Johnstone to the office of inspector under the 
Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 1878, from which they removed him on 
the 5th ultimo ; and I am to inform the local authority that the question whether 
his Grace can properly, in the exercise of his power under the 7th clause of the 
officers of Local Authorities (Ireland) Order, 1878, sanction Mr. Johnstone’s 
appointment, has received careful consideration. 

His Grace has referred to your letter of the 5th ultimo, assigning the reasons 
which influenced the local authority in dispensing with Mr. Johnstone’s services, 
and finds therein the following statement 
“ ^ therefore appears to the board of guardians that Mr. Peter John- 
“ stone, v. s. : — 

“ A. Signed a false return and report. 
u U the name of the purchaser of the carcasses as f Maxwell ’ in his 

report, but afterwards acknowledged that the purchaser was ‘ Blackwell.’ 
“ C. Sold the cattle before they were slaughtered, and allowed a diseased 
.. » remove< * out of an infected place, contrary to the 3rd section 

of the Act. 

Allowed the cattle in contact with the affected cows to be moved 
into a healthy district without the license of the local authority. 
r< ^ ert 'hed that the cows were all slaughtered in his presence on the 
8th January, but afterwards acknowledged that three of them were not 
slaughtered until 9th January. 

{t .Stated on the 1st February that the cows were moved from Coffe3 r ’s 
premises under his supervision, and afterwards acknowledged that this 

“ statement 
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“ statement was false ; he, therefore, did not comply with the Order IV. in 
“ Council, s. 7, which directs c that cattle so moved shall be moved under 
“ 1 the directions and in charge of an inspector.’ 

« G. Stated that the three cows held over until the morning of the 9th 
“ January were slaughtered in his presence, though he afterwards acknow- 
“ 1 edged that they were in the act of skinning the cows when he arrived. 

“ H. That the inspector, Mr. Johnstone, likewise neglected to make a 
“ declaration that pleuro-pneumonia existed in a cowshed or slaughter- 
“ house belonging to John Connors, in the city of Limerick, contrary to 
!£ Section 16 of the Contagious Diseases Act.” 

No evidence has been submitted to his Grace to show that the local autho- 
rity were misinformed as to Mr. Johnstone’s conduct, as set forth in your com- 
munication of the 5th ultimo, or that his proceedings were misrepresented on 
that occasion, and under these circumstances his Grace must decline to sanction 
his re-appointment as inspector under the “Contagious Diseases (Animals) 
Act, 1878,” and must request the local authority to be so good as to proceed to 
a new election with as little delay as possible. 

I am, &c. 

The Clerk, Limerick Union. (signed) Henry Robinson. 



— No. 6. — 

Letter from Clerk of Limerick Union to Assistant Under Secretary. 
gj r Limerick Union, 2 April 1879. 

I have the honour to report that upon the reading of your letter of 1st 
April (No. 2037) inst., in which sanction is refused for the re-appointment of 
Mr. P. Johnstone, v.s., as inspector of this union, the guardians appointed Mr. 
Henry O’Connor, v.s., of Henry-street, Limerick, as temporary inspector of the 
union under the Contagious Diseases Act, pending the issue of an advertisement 
for a permanent appointment on Wednesday next, 9th instant. 

To be paid 1 l. each visit made, and 1 s. a mile travelling expenses in 

addition. , , „ 

l have, & c. 

To the Clerk of Council, (signed) C. Monde Wilson. 

Veterinary Department, Dublin Castle. 



— No. 7- — 



Letter from the Assistant Under Secretary to the Local Authority of 
Limerick Union. 

Veterinary Department, Privy Council Office, 
gj r Dublin Castle, 5 April 1879. 

I am directed bv the Lord Lieutenant to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2nd instant, intimating that Mr. Henry O’Connor, v.s., has been 
temporarily appointed as inspector for the Limerick Union under the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act, 1878, pending a permanent appointment to that office ; 
and I am to state that his Grace presumes that the person who has been 
appointed by the local authority is- Mr. “ Hugh " O'Connor, who is employed 
as portal inspector at Limerick. * , 

His Grace will not object to the temporary appointment of Mr. O Connor 
on the terms proposed, on the understanding, however that his duties as 
inspector to the local authority are not in any way to interfere with the proper 
discharge of his duties in connection with the inspection of cattle brought for 
shipment from the port of Limerick. 



The Clerk, Limerick Union. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Henry Robinson. 



306. 
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— No. 8. — 

Letter from Clerk of Limerick Union to Assistant Under Secretary. 

Sir, Limerick Union, 10 April 1879. 

I have the honour to report that on the 9th instant the board of guardians 
of this union elected Mr. Hugh O’Connor, v.s., of Henry-street, Limerick 
inspector of this union, under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, 1878. 

The inspector is to be paid 1 1. for each visit he is called upon to make, but 
in no one month is he to be paid more than 5 l. for visits. He is in addition to 
receive 1 s. for each mile distant from the Limerick Workhouse that the farm 
visited measures. 

I have, &c. 

The Clerk of Council, (signed) C. Monck Wilson. 

Veterinary Department, 

Privy Council Office, Dublin Castle. 



— No. 9. — 

Letter from the Assistant Under Secretary to the Local Authority of 
Limerick Union. 

Veterinary Department, Privy Council Office, 
Sir > Dublin Castle, 16 April 1879. 

With reference to your letter of the 10th instant, I am directed by the Lord 
Lieutenant to state that his Grace approves of the appointment of Mr. Hugh 
O’Connor, v.s., as inspector for the Limerick Union under the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act, 1878, at the rate of remuneration mentioned; subject, 
however, to the condition referred to in my letter of the 5th instant, viz., that 
Mr. O Connor’s duties as inspector to the local authority are not to be allowed 
to interfere in any way with the discharge of his duties as portal inspector. 

The Clerk, Limerick Union. (signed)™’ Robinson. 
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